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A Glance at the British Newspapers
By AN ENGLISH JOURNALIST $ST! '

claimed by the other penny papers. But the
Herald if still in its infancy and it is "carrying on."

It would carry Ofl better it it were not quite so vio-liamc- nt,

who do not believe thn iH - ,..
.

e,nt.1and extr .' n P and ,i it would under- -
Changed bv s ldM(I ,naI Political organ, to propagandapursue suc- -war and arr all for tu fin i

Of 7Z LIT oju system cesstully. must also havi- - 11 th,. mnrk o ,a

in England arc often puzzled when
READERS the telegrams Containing extracts

i newspapers They know too
jtt)e oi the significance of these papers, of the causes
fof irhich they stand at home and abroad, of the extent
to irhich they really represent American public opinion

proportion of it. Probablyor any large Americans arc
lOOKtifl puzled in the same way by the telegram
from Lo don. They must wonder whether the London
neWSpap4 ri are an accurate reflection on British opinion
as a whole, just as we speculate whether the New Vork
pgpen ich arc much more quoted in the cables than
anv otl lection of the American preit, justly rep-
resent Middle West and the South and the Pacific
Slope, tl Wy therefore be of interest to American
readers to hear something about the standing and
opinions of the chief London papers and a word or
two aboul the so-call- "provincial" pres

To begin with, there are two or three groopf ol pa-

pers h hare grown much more powerful oi recent
Cart. There is Lord XorthclihVs group the

Tunes," the "Daily Mail," the "Evening Newt," the
"Daily Mirror." and the Sunday 'AVeekly Dispatch."
"Fatln r I lvi heads" some one called him in derision.

A few years ago it would have been thought diff-

icult ' the 'Times." solemn and dignified, lending a
enerii' lpport to the government of the day, to run

in double harness with the sensational, stunt 'hunting
"Daih nl " Difficulties there have been. When Mr.
G. E. B icklc, the editor of the "Times," not long ago
resigned, the reason was that, as an independent editor,
he f und it impossible to say ditto to what Lord
North ffe was saying in the "Mail," and Lord North-difT- e

was resolved to preach the same gospel in all his
several papers. So Mr. Buckle went and Mr. Wick-ha- m

Steed, a linguist, an expert in the Near Last and
a fervid champion of the Jugo-Slav- s, rules in his place.

Nowadavi the "Times," the "Daily Mail" and the
other Northcliffe organs harmoniously unite on the
single platform of assailing Mr. Lloyd George with
everr weapon that comes to their hand. In 1916 it
was whispered in Fleet Street that Lord Northcliffe
had iworn to pull down Mr. Asquith and Sir Edward
Grey (aa he then was) and in fact he prepared the
Round for the attack by which Mr. Lloyd George
finally subverted his chief Asquith.

But what was Mr. George to do with Lord Xorth-cHaT- e

after he came to supreme power? He sent him
on a Ipecial mission to the United States, partly, it was
tttppOft d, to gratify Lord XorthclifiVs ambitions, partly
lest he should quarrel with him. Hut the quarrel came,
ostensibly over Russian policy but according to Mr.
(irorL:. because Lord XorthclitTe had pretensions far
beyond capacities; the suggestion made is that Lord
Northcl i r . desired to be one of the British plenipotent-
iaries al the Peace Conference in Paris and has never
forgive! Mr. (ieorge his failure to appoint him. The
attack n Mr. George and his government goes on in-

cessantly The ground is excellently chosen and skilf-

ully tried. At present the main assault is based on
the' government'! recklessness in finance and its failure
in Ireland Mr. George and the government between
them supply so much ground for criticism that Mr.
Georm attempt to attribute the campaign entirelv to

armaments. Balance of Power and Imperialistic am-ntion- s

which has brought the world to its presenthappy state. The "Morning Post" is owned by a
wofnan, Ladjr Bathnrat, edited by Mr. Gwynne andwell served ,n its leader-column- s bv Mr. Ian Colvin,
its chief political writer.

The penny (formerly halfpenny) papers conduct agreat and bitter warfare among themselves. They arethe "Daily Mail," the "Dailv Express," the "Daily
Chronicle and the "Daily News. Of these the "DailvI'.xpnss has made rapid progress of late. It is ownedby Lord Beaverbrook, formerly Sir Max Akken theCanadian who as Mr. Max Aitlcen entered the Hons,
Of ( ominous as Unionist Member for Ashton-under-1-yn- e.

( He rendered great mt ices to Mr. Lloyd deorge
when he formed his l-- eminent at the end of 1916
and is believed haveto received a peerage as his re-ua- rd

) Its editor is Mr. Blumenfeld and the wholepaper bears more than any other in London the im-
press of its editor's influence in every department Of
recent months it has distinguished itself bv taking avery strong line against intervention in Russia andtogether with the "Manchester Guartfian," has exerted
considerable influence on British policy.

The animating motive of the Dailv Chronicle" bloyalty to Mr. I loyd George and the Coalition. To-
ward the end of 1918 the "Chronicle," which vrt!then edited by Mr. Robert Donald, was bought by a
group of Lloyd (ieorge Liberals, headed bv Sir Henry
Daliel, a Scottish Radical M. P. Mr. Donald re-
sinned and since that time the Coalition has had no
more faithful supporter except the Hulton press. In
respect of Russia the "Chronicle" has gone beyond
Mr. I. loyd (ieorge, for it has been an ardent supporter
of intervention on a large scale. The uniformity of
the support given to the Coalition has not increased the
prestige of the "Chronicle" for it has subdued the
critical faculty rather too successfully. Its editor, Mr.
Berris. is the most enterprising and successful news
editor in Fleet Street, but his interest is in news rather
than politics.

THERE remains the "Daily News," until recently
able political editorship of Mr. A. G. Gar-

diner. The "Daily News" was and is a political organ,
but in Mr. Gardiner! time it suffered a little, like the
weekly "Nation." from the impression which it produced
that if Mr. Lloyd George achieved something that would
have done credit to the Archangel Gabriel, it would
nevertheless have found good reason for condemnation.
Mr. Georpe has attacked the "Daily News" as fiercely
as the "Times." It is owned principally by the Cadbury
family, which furnished the point for Mr. George's
characteristically undignified reference to "Cocoa-slop.- "

The "Daily News" represents a very considerable body
of independent Liberalism and. considering how slight
is the concession which it makes in its leaders to popu-
lar prejudices and passions, it carries on a successful
propaganda.

Last of the daily papers one should mention the
"Daily Herald." the Labor organ. It now claims a
circulation of a Quarter of million a small figure
compared with the "Mail's" million and the circulations
ranging from half a million to eight or nine hundred

'il' rc 4 100 ,nucM Propaganda about the
Herald the old defect which killed it! Labor pred-eresso- r,

the "Daily Citizen"-t- oo little of news and
Of the other feature! which attract the busy reader.

Of Sunday papers it is only necessary to mention
he One or two The best of them is the "Observer,"
edited by the vehement and lively Mr. Carvin, whoseoutput of words on all political subjects anil someothers is inexhaustible; he lias been aCCUaed oi giving
a lead on a Mibject of the day in a -- terse four-colum- n

hint Bttt the motl remarkable of the Sundaypapers is probably the "Sunday Pictorial," which has a
circulation oi two and a quarter million readers. Its
owner is Lord Rothermere, brother oi Lord Northcliffe,
who has lately been conducting a strong economy cam-
paign against the government. But Lord Rothermere
is a Liberal and he has taken care to suggest that Mr.
Lloyd George may not be 10 much to blame for financial
extravagance as the Unionist colleague! whom he left

I charge at home during the long months which he
spent at the Paris Conference.

These are the chief London papers, but it wouldbt a great mistake to suppose that they reflect British
opinion fairly and fully. For that one must take into
account also the principal provincial" papers. Among
them are the "Manchester Guardian," under its won-
derful proprietor-edito- r. Mr. C. P. Scott He was the
only unofficial citizen with whom President Wilson held
conference during his visit to England and the "Kcho
de Paris" recently asserted with chagrin that Mr. Lloyd
George took his ideas from the "Guardian's" columns;
he himself confessed in a public speech only a few
days ago that he had alwas been a faithful reader of
its views. Others are the "Yorkshire Post." published
at Le eds, a moderate Conservative organ which always
has held faithfully to Free Trade and exerts a great
influence throughout Yorkshire; the Liberal "Liverpool
Post." which has West Lancashire for its province;
the unionist "Birmingham Post" and the great Scot-
tish organs, the "Glasgow Herald" and the "Scotsman."
Those who would know what Britain is thinking must
listen to these organs rather than to Fleet Street only,
for Fleet Street stands far away from the thoughts
and feelings of industrial England and is more likely
to be swayed by the moods and passions of the moment.

But as a matter of fact the representative character
of any new -- paper may easily be exaggerated. Thus in
Scotland the "Glasgow Herald" and the "Scotsman"
are the two great papers and both are Unionist; how
was any one to know from their columns a few years
since that the great majority of people in Ireland "were
Radicals, Home Rulers and Free Traders? News-
papers are only partially representative at any time.
They reflect a philosophy or i mood or a standpoint
that is held by a section oi the people which is now
large and now small and often it is difficult and some-
times impossible to say what importance attaches to
their representative character. But the more we know
of the character and standing of the newspapers whose
Opinion! are quoted to us in the telegrams, the better
we shall understand what significance, if any, they
really possesi and perhaps these notes, however in-
adequate, will help to an understanding of the posi-
tion and authority of the chief British papers.

the jx al animosity of his enemy is not convincing.
other political extreme is the Hulton group

ipers, which are owned by Sir Kdward Hulton.
.vn as an owner of race horses. These papers

ted partly in London and partly in Manchester,
the home and headquarters of the firm. The
Standard," the "Daily Sketch," the "Illustrated

Herald" and a string of local Manchester
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paw r ' inr Desi Known oi tne irroun. i n v are
little known abroad and have little political influence The Beauty of America's Capitoltneir own country, but they are skilfully managed
anl p :lar purveyors of news.
.

Th. under of the house, Sir Kdward Hulton's
lather. (s at one time a compositor in the employment

tht danchester (iuardian" who saw the DOStibilitiei
W n ing journalism. The political motto of this
?roup "Lloyd (ieorge. right or wrong"; when all
afters iticite, it is his faithful friend, it is surmised
that S dward Hulton may yet join Lord XorthclitTe,
Lord ! wham and Lord Heaverbrook among the news-PP- er

rs. At all events he will have worked hard
tor hs ward. In building up his papers he has been
lortutu in securing one or two Scottish journalists
Who ar. very able organizers and, though no newspaper
man h ( f jn tne editorial sense, he is able to recog-l- !

v in others.
" ' urnham's paper is the "Daily Telegraph."

,he ,,r f the respectable bourgeoisie. Staid, sober
and o. rvative, it carries consolation into West Knd
nraw it roomi and can be left about the house by the
cauti,, parent! without tear lest the morals of their
JJJ i daughter! be corrupted by extreme or revolut-
ionary leas indeed, one might "sav bv ideas at all.

th, )aiiy Telegraih" would probably own to a
SH about the harmlessncss of "ideas" in themselves.

t I nly Telegraph" may be said to represent the
arisen ititm and the respectability of John Hull,

him (rnmK Post," on the other hand, representsh m )cast pleasant aspect aggressive, domineer
SL?" acquisitive. The -- Morning Post," which one
jWMKM but admire for its independence and the finish
. edtorial writing, is our pet "Prussian" news-the- T

stamIs and roars and rattles the sabre all
It is all for force and plenty ol it. for no

H a,H)l,t tne league of Nations, for plenty of
!.',lertion tor the "interests" and for the necessity of
it I' iK the Irish that tluv arc toads- - At PrestMlt
leJe S rMomusIy at Mr. Honar Law because, it al-- W

S betra-ve-
d the Tnionist party to Mr. Lloyd

has
C' JUst as man' Liberals declare that Mr. George

Jtraed the Liberal party to Mr. Uw.
and ? ' X,rning Post" thus belongs to the old world
foil

u 0,d diplomacy and it has still a considerable
among those Unionists, in and out of Par- -
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This view of Capitol Park, with tht Capitol in the background, was taken during Washington's firat anowfall ol tha teaaon.


